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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the 
State of Connecticut. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God, who put into our hearts such 

deep desires that we can’t be at peace 
until we rest in You, satisfy the long-
ings of our souls with Your merciful 
presence. 

Lord, open the minds of our law-
makers to the counsels of Your eternal 
wisdom, breathing into their hearts 
Your peace which passes under-
standing. Increase their hunger for jus-
tice in our Nation and world, as they 
find grace to seek first Your kingdom. 
May their moments and days ever flow 
in ceaseless praise. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable RICHARD BLUMENTHAL 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 6, 2012. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RICHARD BLUMEN-
THAL, a Senator from the State of Con-
necticut, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a 
period of morning business for 1 hour. 
The majority will control the first half, 
Republicans the second half. Following 
morning business, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1813, which is 
the surface transportation bill. The fil-
ing deadline for second-degree amend-
ments is today at 11:30. At noon there 
will be a cloture vote on the substitute 
amendment. The Senate will recess 
from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m. to allow for the 
weekly caucus meetings. At 2:15 there 
will be two votes on the confirmation 
of the Phillips and Rice nominations to 
be judges. 

Will the Chair announce the business 
today. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness for 60 minutes, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes, with the time equally divided 
and controlled between the two leaders 
or their designees, with the majority 
controlling the first half and the Re-
publicans controlling the final half. 

The Senator from Washington. 
f 

RICE NOMINATION 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor today to urge my col-
leagues to vote in support of Thomas 
Rice. He has been nominated to serve 
as the next Federal judge for the East-
ern District of my home State of Wash-
ington. 

Mr. Rice is a distinguished attorney 
who has dedicated his professional ca-
reer to serving the public in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office. In that time he has 
earned the respect of Federal judges, 
opposing defense attorneys, his fellow 
prosecutors, and local law enforcement 
officials. 

Mr. Rice has a deep connection to 
eastern Washington and its legal com-
munity. He graduated from Gonzaga 
University with a degree in accounting, 
and then he returned on a full scholar-
ship to earn his law degree. After earn-
ing that degree, Mr. Rice moved di-
rectly into public service as a trial at-
torney with the Department of Justice 
in Washington, DC. He then returned 
to the Eastern District to work in the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, climbing the 
ranks to become the first U.S. attorney 
responsible for the management of the 
Spokane office, and he is currently the 
highest ranking career DOJ official in 
the Eastern District. 

Over his 20 years of practice, Mr. 
Rice has tried over 1,000 criminal cases 
dealing with nearly every area of Fed-
eral law. He has gone above and beyond 
his duties, volunteering additional 
hours at the office, taking on extra 
cases, and establishing the local 
Antiterrorism Advisory Council, which 
brings together representatives from 
every law enforcement agency in the 
Eastern District. 

As the assistant U.S. attorney, he 
has earned the reputation of being 
tough on crime but also levelheaded 
and fair in the conduct of his prosecu-
tions. Mr. Rice clearly meets the 
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